United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United SUtes Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Aleundria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 
www.uqjto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



FILING DATE 



naST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



09/867,516 



05/29/2001 



32615 7590 06/15/2005 

OSHA LIANG L.L.P./SUN 
1221 MCKINNEY, SUITE 2800 
HOUSTON, TX 77010 



David Boreham 



13220.01900I;P5832 



7454 



EXAMINER 



LE,UYENT 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2163 

DATE MAILED: 06/15/2005 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

09/867.516 


Applicant(s) 

BOREHAM ET AL. 


l~V£iiTiinar 
KAdl Mini;! 

Uyen T. Le 


Art Unit 

2163 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply spedfied above Is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is spedfied above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 March 2005 . 
2a)Ig] This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 25-41 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn fronn consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 1EI Claim(s) 25-41 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on ■ is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the international Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Infomnation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) Q Other: , 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's arguments regarding Hardy et al have been fully considered but they 
are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection presented in this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 101 
35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

2. Claims 25-31 , 39-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 25-31, 39-41 merely recite 
an abstract idea not tied to any physical computing device. 

Art rejection is applied in anticipation of applicant amending the claims to 
overcome the rejection under 35 U.S.C. 101 discussed above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 25-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. It is not clear how the method and system determine 
the nested role or each identifiable attribute "can be" associated with one or more of the 
plurality of entries. 
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The art rejection of claims 25-41 is applied as best understood in light of the 
rejection under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph discussed above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others In this country, or patented or described In a printed 
publication In this or a foreign country, before the Invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

4. Claims 25-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Sun 
Microsystems, Inc. "iPlanet Directory Server Administrator's Guide", Version 5.0, April 
2001, Chapters 2, 5. pages 39-69 and 153-182. 

Regarding claims 25, 26, 27, Sun discloses all the claimed subject matter (see 
Chapters 2, 5). The claimed "accessing a first role... first distinguished name" and 
"accessing a second role... second distinguished name", "creating said nested 
role... plurality of entries" and "encapsulating... third distinguished name" are met when 
Sun shows creating a nested role, encapsulating first identifiable attribute and second 
identifiable attribute into a third distinguished name of nsRoleDn (see pages 163-166). 

Regarding claims 28-31, Sun discloses dynamic role, enumerated role, filtered 
role, nested role (see pages 155-157, 163-166). 

Claims 32-38 correspond to a system for claims 25-31 , thus are rejected for the 
same reasons stated in claims 25-31 above. 
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Regarding claim 39, Sun discloses all the claimed subject matter (see Chapters 
2, 5). The claimed "in response to a query... identifiable attribute" merely reads on the 
fact that users can query LDAP servers. 

Regarding claims 40, 41, Sun discloses encapsulating first identifiable attribute 
and second identifiable attribute into a third distinguished name of nsRoleDn (see pages 
163-166). 

Double Patenting 

5. Claims 25-31 , 39-41 are provisionally rejected under the judicially created 
doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 31-38 
of copending Application No. 09/867,790. Although the conflicting claims are not 
identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other because claims 25-31 , 39-41 
of the present application are broader versions of claims 31-38 of the copending 
application. However, it is obvious to remove features to broaden a claim 

This is a provisional obviousness-type double patenting rejection because the 
conflicting claims have not in fact been patented. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Uyen T. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-4021 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 7:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Safet Metjahic can be reached on 571-272-4023. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

8. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http;//pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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